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ORDER OF WORSHIP         ELW - SETTING I 

------*------ 

INTRODUCTION 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 

When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 

him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 

allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, 

we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

P: = Pastor       W: = Worship Assistant     A: = All in Attendance 
*indicates congregation should stand if able. 

 
 
PRELUDE    
 
 

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
P:  Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship: 

 

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.) 
 

 

 

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
A: Amen. 
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P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
A:  Amen. 

 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Most merciful God, 
A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

A: Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN:        “O God of Every Nation”     ELW #713 
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*GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.       
A:  And also with you.     
 

*KYRIE  
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*KYRIE  

 
 

 

 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
Continued on next page 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Continued)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
A:  Amen 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has 

anointed to end Israel’s exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world 

will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of 

darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

 

 1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7 I form light and create darkness, 
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  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 

Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7) 

 

W: 1 Sing to the LORD | a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
A: 2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
W: 3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
A: 4 For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods.  
W: 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
A: 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
W: 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
A: 8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.  
W: 9 Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
A:  [10 Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the  

peo- | ples with equity.” 
W: 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all  

that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
A: 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O  

LORD, for you come to | judge the earth. 
W: 13 You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. ] 
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement 

and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their 

commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian 

communities. 

 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became 
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.     
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with 

questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like 

Caesar. 

 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and 
whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
A:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY:       “God is Here!”     ELW#526 
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P:  Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.                                                      
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

W: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 
the world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 
W: Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your 
spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry.  Hear 
us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 

 
W: We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within 
them and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
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W: We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority 
around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. We pray for 
all those who witness and experience violence and those who live amongst the cruelty 
and chaos of war.  Hear us of God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 

 

W: We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant 
them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering.  
Especially Joan Gennarini, Carol Zimmerman, Noah Hardesty, Rev. Phil Williams, 

Dixie Sandbrook, Jim Coon and all those whom we name in our hearts before you. Hear 
us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 

 
W: We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. 
Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 

 

W: We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O 
God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 

 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A: Amen. 

 

 

 

*PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE    
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*OFFERTORY   “We are an offering”    ELW #692 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

W:  Let us pray together. 
A:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 

abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 

always.  Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

 

*THE PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:  
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 
 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish 
all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
A:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P:  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, 
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit 
to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and 
all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 
A:  Amen. 
 

 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
A:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

*THE PRESENTATION:   The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is 
now ready. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
  
 

 

 

COMMUNION 

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who 

wish to abstain from wine.  If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for 

communion, please let Pastor know. 
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TABLE HYMN:      “We Give Thee but Thine Own”   ELW#686 

 
 

 

 

*TABLE BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
A: Amen 
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
W:   Let us Pray.  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy 
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make 
us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. 
A:  Amen. 

 

 

* BLESSING 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

A:  Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN:     “How Clear is our Vocation, Lord”   ELW#580 

 
 

 

*DISMISSAL  

P:   Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
A: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

POSTLUDE   
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* Announcements * 
 

We welcome back and thank Carol Zimmerman for serving as our supply organist 
today. 
 
 
On Sunday, November 1 we will be praying for our loved ones who have died in the 
last year for All Saints Sunday.  Please have names submitted to Pastor Jen or Kim by 
Sunday, October 25. 
 
 
Please stay after worship TODAY as we build the “Birthday Cake Kits” to donate to 
NHCO.   
 
 
Join us THIS coming Saturday, October 24 as will go to the Bayernhof Museum at 
2pm (arrive at 1:45pm).  It houses a world-class collection of music boxes and other 
antique automatic music machines, as well as many other fascinating items.  Note there 
are some steps involved.  Cost will be $10 cash.  Please consider going and signup soon. 
 
Join us after worship NEXT Sunday, October 24 for a Coffee Hour! 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 14 to attend our annual Friendsgiving 
Dinner.  Please see the signups online and across from the kitchen to RSVP so we can 
plan for food.  Hope to see you there!! 
 
 
The NHCO Sharing project “Thanksgiving on Every Table” begins this week and 
will run through November 8.   
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org 
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor 

 
Organist:   Carol Zimmerman 
 
Worship Assistant: Tom Beecher 
Lector:   Judy Beecher 
Usher:   Milan Glock 
Greeter:    
Videographer:  Kim Brandt 
Altar Guild:  Carol Banks & Linda Ryan 
Offering Tellers: Lori Coon & Tom Beecher 

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
The flowers in the sanctuary are presented by Milan Glock in memory of Mildred & 

Robert Glock and by Carol Huffman in honor of Molly Kestner’s birthday. 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 

 

For the Week of Oct 18 - 24 

TODAY   Birthday Cake Kits 
MONDAY  Art Group – 1p 

AA meeting – 7p 
TUESDAY  WELCA – 10a 
    NA meeting– 7p 
SATURDAY  Bayhernhof Museum Tour – 2p 

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
      

In Person  YouTube  Offering 
October 11        35           43             $ 5,862 

 
 

Pastor Jennifer's Office Hours This Week 

Wednesday 1-3 & Thursday 1-3 
Or by appointment 

 
Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051.    Hymns reprinted & streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-717736. All rights reserved. 


