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9th Sunday after Pentecost   10:15 a.m.    July 26, 2026 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP         ELW - SETTING IV 

 
------*------ 

INTRODUCTION 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In 

today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree 

that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, 

a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great 

surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 

 

P: = Pastor       W: = Worship Assistant     A: = All in Attendance 
*indicates congregation should stand if able. 

 
 

PRELUDE  
 
 
 
GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
P:  Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship: 

 

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Compassionate God, 
A: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is 

light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins 

are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
A: Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN:        “Gather us in”           ELW #532 
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*GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.       
A:  And also with you.    

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
A:  Amen 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God 

gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And 
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for 
who can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of 
your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I 
now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no 
one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 

 

W: 129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
A: 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 
W: 131 I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
A: 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name.  
W: 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
A: 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
W: 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 
A: 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching.  
 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for 

us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out 

in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such 

incredible divine love. 

 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who 
searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he 
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not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, 
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for 
us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

       
          

    

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.     
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that 

“the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that 

explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 

 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
A:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY:       “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  ELW #759 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM        pg. 227 
 
PRESENTATION  

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission 
for the life of the world.  
 
Sponsors present the candidate: 

I present Dani James Kaur Pabla for baptism. 
 

Presiding minister addresses the parent:  

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
your child baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
 
P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities:  to live with them among God's faithful people, bring them to the word 
of God and the holy supper, teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and 
prayer, so that your children may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and 
deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 
P:  Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Dani in the Christian faith as you are empowered 
by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 
the church? 
Response: I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Dani and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 
A: We do. 

 

The assembly stands. 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The presiding minister addresses candidate for baptism, parents/sponsors, assembly. 

 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
A: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
A: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT  

P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you. 
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P: Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 
*BAPTISM  

Water is poured on the candidate’s head, as the presiding minister says 

 

P:  Dani James Kaur Pabla, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  
A: Amen. 

 
A: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.  

 
P: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you 
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain Dani with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  
A:  Amen  

 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  

 
Dani James Kaur Pabla, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.  
A:  Amen. 

 

WELCOME 

A lit candle is given while a representative from the congregation says:  

 
W: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.  Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
 

A: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us 

in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming 

word to all the world. 

 
P: People of God, meet your new sister in Christ, Dani.  
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Newly baptized, sponsors, family may return to their seats.  

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

W: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

 
W: God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those 
preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to 
lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 
W: God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence 
among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, 
from ranches to wild places. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 
W: God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with 
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be 
separated.  Bring comfort and peace to all those who witness and experience violence 
and those who live amongst the chaos and cruelty of war.  God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 
W: God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and 
recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and 
uncertainty.  Especially Rev. Cyril Hurnyak, Dave Jerpe, Jerry J Sever, Andy 

Halcoussis and all those whom we name in our hearts before you. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 
W: God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, 
annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 

W: God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of 
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. 
God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
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P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
A: Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE  

 

 

*OFFERTORY  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”    ELW #188 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
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W:  Let us pray together. 
A:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING:  

 
 

*THE PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:    

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the  forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory.  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
A:  Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

 

*THE PRESENTATION:   The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is 
now ready. 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD:   
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COMMUNION 

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who 

wish to abstain from wine.  If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for 

communion, please let Pastor know. 

 

 

 

TABLE HYMN:       “Be Thou My Vision”    ELW#793 
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*TABLE BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
A: Amen 

 

 

 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thankful hearts and Voices Raise” ELW#204 

 
 
 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
W:   Let us Pray.  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
A:  Amen. 
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* BLESSING 
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*SENDING HYMN:  “God of Grace and God of Glory”  ELW #705 
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*DISMISSAL  

P:   Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
A: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

POSTLUDE    

 
 ~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 

* Announcements * 

 
We welcome back with us today, Nancy Williams as our supply organist. 
 
We welcome into our church family through Holy Baptism, Dani James Kaur Pabla.  
Dani is the daughter of Emily Chantz. 
 
Stay after worship today for a Coffee Hour hosted by Emily Pabla! 
 
The next Kuhns grocery collection is scheduled for Saturday, August 8.  Please see the 
signup sheet to volunteer for a shift or two! 
 
Adult Picnic will be on Saturday, August 22 at the Alcoa pavilion in the Hampton 
Community Park.  From 3:00pm - dusk.  The Cost is $10 per person to cover the cost 
of the rental, chicken and drinks.  Chicken Tenders, water, soft drinks will be provided.  
So be sure to RSVP and sign up to bring a side, salad or dessert to share!   
 
Nativity will host a Family Fun Day on Saturday, August 29.  The theme will be “Jesus 
feeds the 5000”.  There will be fun, games, food and crafts starting at 4pm.  Everyone 
is welcome! 
 
The fellowship committee is looking for ideas and recommendations for outings and 
events to plan in the coming year that you’d like to attend or do.  Maybe it’s something 
new or something we’ve done many times. Please let Jerry Sever know what you think! 
 
The Christian Outreach/Social Ministry committee recently purchased magnets and 

pens with our name & information on them. They are available on the Narthex table.  
We invite you to take some for yourselves and would like you all to help in taking and 
dispersing the pens throughout the community.  This is another way in which our 
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presence could be visible in the community, along with the Nativity t-shirts. If you 
haven't already gotten yours, we still have some available! 
 
 
The NHCO Back to School collection is in full swing.  See the  flyer on the bulletin 
boards, and our website for specific items being requested.  This collection will run 
through the beginning of August. 
In the spirit of friendliness and hospitality, as we welcome visitors, we encourage you 

all to wear your name tags. Let Kim know if you need a new one. 
 
The NHCO food pantry is always in need of donations.   Thank you for your 
generosity!  
 
We are always in need of volunteers to fill positions on Sundays as a worship helper.  
Please consider signing up in one of the open spots. 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org 
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor 

 
Organist:   Nancy Williams  
 
Worship Assistant: Merlinda Bisese 
Lector:   Linda Ryan 
Usher:    
Greeter:   Tom Beecher 
Videographer:  Heather Johnson 
Altar Guild:  Linda Ryan  
Offering Tellers: Jean Chantz & Kevin Hoskins 

 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented by Joanne Smith in memory of 

her husband Tom Gismondi and by Jim & Jane Dollhopf in memory of Mildred 
Dollhopf 

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
 

For the Week of July 26 – August 1 

 

MONDAY          AA meeting – 7p 
TUESDAY  WELCA – 10a 

NA meeting – 6:30p 
   
  

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
 

Pastor Jennifer's Office Hours 

Wednesday 10-12 & Thursday 1-3 
Or by appointment 
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