NATIVITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

4517 Mt. Royal Blvd., Allison Park, PA 15101
(412) 346-4971 e-mail: NativityLC@verizon.net
www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
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Celebrating 60 years of Caring, Witnessing, Serving

6" Sunday after Pentecost 10:15 a.m. July 5, 2026
ORDER OF WORSHIP ELW - SETTING 1V
______ .
INTRODUCTION

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather
to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered
around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.
P: = Pastor W: = Worship Assistant A: = All in Attendance
*indicates congregation should stand if able.

PRELUDE Song of Peace - Jean Langlais

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship:

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the
weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
A: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  God of all mercy,

A: we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves
and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells
in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of
compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.

P:  All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of =+ Jesus

Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good.
A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN:  “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” ELW #763
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2  Throughall the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What though my joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can [ keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv -eth.
All  things are mine since [ am his' How can I keep from sing-ing?
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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heav-en and earth,how can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN 1 KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.
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*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Letus pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

A: Amen

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity.
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of
hope.”

?Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
1 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)

W: 3The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love.
LORD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
10 All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
' They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
12 that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor ! of your kingdom.
3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- ! out all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving
in | all your works.
W: '“The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down.

Z

z £ 0 Z

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and
do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a
futile existence.

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. ' Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. !” But in
fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. '® For I know that the
good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies
close at hand, but not the ability. '° For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do
not want is what I do. 2* Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but
sin that dwells within me.

2'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, ?*> but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. 2* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? 2°* Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11" chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist.
He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has

to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '® “To what will I compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18 <«For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; !° the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard,
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them
to infants; 2° yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.

28<Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
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humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW #765
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all JOYs
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - ike, no cares could de stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to  em brace:
whose voilce 18 con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence 18 balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss n  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.




*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
A: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
W: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

W: God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may
live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through
war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of
grace,

A: hear our prayer.



W:  God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its
declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future
generations. Bring comfort and peace to all those who witness and experience violence
and those who live amongst the chaos and cruelty of war. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have
become isolated or ill, or who are in any need. Especially Carol Boylan, Dave Jerpe,
Jerry J Sever, Katie Wallaart-DeBoer, Andy Halcoussis and all those whom we name
in our hearts before you. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do.
Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of
grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities
of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank you for
the gifts of life together. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

P:  Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE
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*OFFERTORY

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

ELW #188
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Music: I. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
W: Let us pray together.

with

your

free Spir - it.

A: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and
winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your
love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING:
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his
arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

A: Amen.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
A: Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PRESENTATION: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.

LAMB OF GOD:
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
COMMUNION

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who
wish to abstain from wine. If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for

communion, please let Pastor know.
.



TABLE HYMN: “Day by Day” ELW#790
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1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me

grow too great to  bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o'er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor -tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor-row, I will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row
with your pres-ence here to guide me,

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leat, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813—-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress

the home [ trea-sure,

where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
till 1 glo-ry 1 be-hold your face.
I will reach at last the prom-ised land.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*TABLE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
A: Amen
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thankful hearts and Voices Raise” ELW#204

| I i

G
N
o
o~
LY

Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev-'ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Send us with your prom-is - es and lead your peo-ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

W: Letus Pray. We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken
world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the way our

Savior leads us now and forever.
A: Amen.
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* BLESSING
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Let us bless our God: praise and thanks to you.
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*SENDING HYMN: “God Bless our Native Land” ELW #891
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1 God bless our na - tive land; firm may it ev - er stand
2 So shall our prayers a - rise to God a - bove the skies,
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wind and wave, do thou our coun - try save by  thy great might.
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watch-ful eye, to thee a - loud we cry: God save the state!
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Text: Charles T. Brooks, 1812-1883; John S. Dwight, 1813-1893
Music: NATIONAL ANTHEM, Thesaurus Musicus, London, 1744

*DISMISSAL
P:  Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in E Minor [BWV 553]
- Johann Sebastian Bach
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* Announcements *

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~

We welcome back with us today, Rev. Cyril Hurnyak as our supply organist.

A Safety Committee will meet next Sunday, July 12 at 9:15am to continue discussion
son safety measures at church. We will be using guidelines provided by the Synod. If
you’re interested or have any questions, contact Jean Chantz.

Save the date: Adult Picnic will be on Saturday, August 22 at the Alcoa pavilion in
the Hampton Community Park. From 3:00pm - dusk. The Cost is $10 per person to
cover the cost of the rental, chicken and drinks. Chicken Tenders, water, soft drinks
will be provided, so bring a side, salad or dessert to share.

The next Kuhns grocery collection is scheduled for Saturday, August 8. Please see the
signup sheet to volunteer for a shift or two!

There are Nativity pens & magnets now available on the table by the front door for
members and guests to take and also share with possible visitors/ new members

The fellowship committee is looking for ideas and recommendations for outings and
events to plan in the coming year that you’d like to attend or do. Maybe it’s something
new or something we’ve done many times. Please let Jerry Sever or Charlie Brandt
know what you think!

The NHCO Back to School collection is in full swing. See the flyer on the bulletin
boards, and our website for specific items being requested. This collection will run
through the beginning of August.

In the spirit of friendliness and hospitality, as we welcome visitors, we encourage you
all to wear your name tags. Let Kim know if you need a new one.

We still have a number of Nativity t-shirts in various sizes available for $10 each.
(Check may be made payable to Nativity Lutheran Church.) See Pastor Jen or Ruth

Kiefer if you are interested in purchasing one.

The NHCO food pantry is always in need of donations. Thank you for your
generosity!
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor

A

Organist: Rev. Cyril Hurnyak

Worship Assistant:  Kim Brandt

Lector: Ruth Kiefer

Usher: Carol Banks

Greeter: Sienna & Harleen Pabla
Videographer: Tom Beecher

Altar Guild: Linda Ryan

Offering Tellers: Jean Chantz
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The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented to the Glory of God.
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For the Week of July 5-11

MONDAY AA meeting — 7p
TUESDAY WELCA — 10a
NA meeting — 6:30p
Worship & Music Mtg — 7p

FRIDAY Pirates Game! LGB!
oeoksk o kesk o ckesk sk skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk sk skesk o skesk o skesk o sksk o skk
In-person YouTube Offering
June 28 38 19 $1,271

Pastor Jennifer's Office Hours
Wednesday 10-12 & Thursday 1-3
Or by appointment

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051. Hymns reprinted & streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-717736. All rights reserved.
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