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ORDER OF WORSHIP         ELW - SETTING III 

 
------*------ 

INTRODUCTION 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 

promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our 

baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we 

are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. 

In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

 

 

P: = Pastor       W: = Worship Assistant     A: = All in Attendance 
*indicates congregation should stand if able. 

 
 

PRELUDE 

 
 

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
P:  Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship: 

 

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.) 
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*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
A:  Amen. 

 
P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water is poured into the font as the Pastor continues 

 

P:  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
A:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We 
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining 
us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
A:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
P:  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
A:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
P:  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.   
A: Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN:   “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”     ELW #645 
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*GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.       
A:  And also with you.     
 
*KYRIE 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE   This is the Feast  
1 – Women  2 – Men  3 & 4 – All 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE    (continued) 

 
 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
A:  Amen 
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FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 

apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than 

distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first 

martyr of the faith. 

 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet 
of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 

W: 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
A: 2 Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
W: 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my  

stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
A: 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
W: 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 
A: 15 My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
W: 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 

God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God 

we experience through Jesus Christ. 

 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.     
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
*GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As 

the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their 

behalf. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you 
do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
A:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY:   “We All are One in Mission”  ELW #576 
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*THE NICENE CREED          
P:  Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed.                                                
A:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

W: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 
W: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love 
to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 

 
W: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and 
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. 
Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 

 
W: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents 
of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Bring 
comfort and peace to all those who witness and experience violence, those who suffer 
oppression, and those who fear for their safety. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 

 

W: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide 
for any in need, and comfort those who are sick especially Sandy Hutchins, Katie 

Wallaart-DeBoer, Mike Lang, Jack Brookman, Marlene Grimes, Andy Halcoussis, 

Chris Hurnyak and all those whom we name in our hearts before you. Instill caregivers 
with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 

 

W: God of community, you gave promised through your Son to be with your church 
forever. You call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your 
love in the world. We give you thanks for those who founded this community of 
believers and for the signs of your presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit 
of faith and love in our everyday lives.  

Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
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W: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we 
are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who 
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 

 
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
A: Amen. 

 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED  

 
W: Jim and Dottie: as you leave this community, we wish to send you with God’s 
blessing.  A reading from Jeremiah: For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
(Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, we give you thanks for Jim and Dottie. You have called 
us together in community, and now we prepare to say farewell. As they have been a 
blessing to us, so too may they be a blessing to others wherever they go. Sustain them 
with hope, courage, and trust that your Holy Spirit will always be with them, through 
Jesus Christ.  
A: Amen. 
 
P: You have been a blessing to us. We now bless you as we say farewell. 
 

A: Go forth with good courage and with our love. God’s Spirit is with you always. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

*PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  By the Waking of Our Hearts by Ricky Manalo 
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*OFFERTORY  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”    ELW #182 

 
 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

W:  Let us pray together. 
A:  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 

have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 

thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 

mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,  Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING:  

 

*THE PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:    

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 

   Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving 
the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites 
safely through the sea.  Praise to you for leading your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the words and deeds 
of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

A: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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P: O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 

A: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, 
peace, and love. 

A: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now 
and forever. 

A: Amen. 
 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
A:  Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

*THE PRESENTATION:   The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is 
now ready. 
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LAMB OF GOD:   

 
 

 

COMMUNION 

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who 

wish to abstain from wine.  If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for 

communion, please let Pastor know. 
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TABLE HYMN:       “O Jesus, I Have Promised”   ELW#810 
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*TABLE BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
A: Amen 

 
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Springs of Water, Bless the Lord” ELW#214 

Refrain: All -  Stanza 5: Solo 

 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
W:   Let us Pray.  Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
A:  Amen. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN:  “Joy, Joy, Joy” 
 

* BLESSING 
P:   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
A: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

A: Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN:  “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”  ELW #377 
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*DISMISSAL  

P:   Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad 
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
  
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 

 

* Announcements * 
 
We welcome with us the SWPA Synod Bishop Melissa Stoller who is our guest 
Preacher today.   
 
Today we celebrate Nativity’s 60 years of Caring Witnessing, Serving.  We thank 

everyone who has made this 60th Anniversary Celebration possible.  A special thank 

you to Jean Chantz and the many people who have contributed countless hours to make 

this worship service and luncheon happen today.  This is the strength of our church.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Also today we say “Farewell and Godspeed” to Jim and Dottie Zaffuto as they move to 

Florida. 

 
This Friday is the fellowship event Candlelight Concert in Pittsburgh.  Those who 
purchased tickets can give your money directly Charlie Brandt.  Carpooling information 
will be shared later this week.  If you wish to attend but did not buy a ticket, see Charlie 
and he will provide you with details on how to obtain them. 
 

 

We are collecting for NHCO’s Spring Cleaning Sharing Project. SNAP benefits 
cannot be used to purchase cleaning supplies. These items can be an extra expense that 
many low-income families cannot afford. This collection will provide each family with 
a bag of cleaning supplies to make their home sparkle. Items they are collecting include: 
Laundry detergent, disinfecting wipes, all-purpose cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, dish 
detergent, packs of sponges, rolls of paper towels and canvas shopping bags. This 
project will run through June 7. 
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In the spirit of friendliness and hospitality, as we welcome visitors, we encourage you 

all to wear your name tags. Let Kim know if you need a new one. 

We still have a number of Nativity t-shirts in various sizes available for $10 each. 
(Check may be made payable to Nativity Lutheran Church.)   See Pastor Jen or Ruth 
Kiefer if you are interested in purchasing one. 

The NHCO food pantry is always in need of donations. Here are some specific items 
they are currently in need of.   Thank you for your generosity!  

• canned beans  

• canned fruit  

• ramen noodles 

• canned tomatoes 

• rice  

• peanut butter 

• baked beans vegetarian and with 
meat (bacon/pork) 

We are always in need of volunteers to fill positions on Sundays as a worship helper.  
Please consider signing up in one of the open spots. 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org 
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor 

Guest Preacher:  Bishop Melissa Stoller 
 
Organist:   Alex Bednar 
 
Worship Assistant: Merlinda Bisese 
Lector:   Ruth Kiefer 
Usher:   Joe Coon 
Greeter:   Dan Chantz 
Videographer:  Kim Brandt 
Altar Guild:  Carol Huffman & Linda Ryan  
Offering Tellers: Bonnie Varley & Lori Coon 

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 

The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented to the Glory of God and in 
celebration of the 60th Anniversary of Nativity Lutheran Church by Pastor Kirk Bish 

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
 

For the Week of May  3 – 9 

 

TODAY   60th Anniversary Celebration & Luncheon 
MONDAY          Art Group – 1p 

AA meeting – 7p 
TUESDAY  WELCA – 10a 
    NA meeting – 6:30p 
    Worship & Music Mtg – 7p 
FRIDAY   Candlelight Concert 

  

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
     In-person      YouTube  Offering 

         April 26  50             17        $ 1,220 
 
 
 

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051.    Hymns reprinted & streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-717736. All rights reserved. 
 


