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5" Sunday of Lent 10:15 a.m. March 22, 2026
ORDER OF WORSHIP ELW - SETTING V
______ A
INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection.
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing
promise in our baptism.

P: = Pastor W: = Worship Assistant A: = All in Attendance
*indicates congregation should stand if able.

PRELUDE

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
P: Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship:

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS pg. 94

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, == one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.
A: Amen

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection

P: Compassionate One,

A: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us
free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our
lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the

wandering ones home. In 7 Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s

house forever.
A: Amen.

(During the procession and recession please turn to face the Processional Cross and
follow its movements to and from the Altar).



*GATHERING HYMN:  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW#886
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, Praise, and love

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley,

1707-1788, alt.

be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,

the church in earth and heav’'n.

Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1 784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.




*KYRIE “Your Heart, O God, is Grieved” ELW#602
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sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace 18  won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at  such love.
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; . Jargslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: ZNAME TO, PANE BOZE NAS, Tranoscius, 1636
Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A: Amen



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though
dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times
Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very

dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD. ® Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. T will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh
to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

"'Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” !> Therefore
prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves
and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land
of Israel. '3 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 1 will put my spirit within you, and
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I,
the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 130
During Lent, we will be singing the Psalm responsively
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Refrain: I wait for you,' O LORD; in your word ! is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)

5

W: 'Out! of the depths

I cry to ! you, O LORD;

20 LORD, | hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.

3If you were to keep watch | over sins,

O LoRD, ! who could stand?

*Yet with you ! is forgiveness,

in order that you | may be feared. R

3T wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;

in your word ! is my hope.

6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the
morning, more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is ! steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.

8 For the LORD shall | redeem Israel

from ! all their sins. R
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The
driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-
satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also
raise us from the dead.

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. " For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot,  and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if



Christ 1s in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11% chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a
dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
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through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. ' But
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” !! After saying this,
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken
him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '° For
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him.” '® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.”

7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, !° and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2° When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 2> But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” ?* Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ?* Martha said to him, I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2 Jesus said to her, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, 2° and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” 2’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. 3* Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. 3! The Jews who were with her in the
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *> When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” >3 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 3 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” 3° Jesus began to weep. 3° So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
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from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. 3° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there 1s a stench because he has been dead four
days.” % Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the
glory of God?” *! So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. ** I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”
Stanza’s 1-3 & Lent 5
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One of the following may be sung as a final stanza at the appropriate time.

General

Light of life beyond conceiving,

mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Lent 1

Lent 3
Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.

Lent 4

From the dawning of creation

you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.

Lent 2

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Lent 5

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
W: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the

world and 1ts needs.
A brief silence.

W: We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name.
Breathe into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear

us, O God.
A: Your mercy is great.

W: We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of
those who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.
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W: We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice,
free all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers
to safety. Bring comfort to all those who witness and experience violence, those who
suffer oppression and those who fear for their safety. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

W: We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down
so many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick. We pray especially for Mike
Lang, Roland Mellish, Jack Brookman, Marlene Grimes, Andy Halcoussis, Dick
Grance, Chris Hurnyak the family and friends of Peggy T Peirce and those we name in
our hearts before you. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

W: We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be
baptized. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O

God.
A: Your mercy is great.

W: We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to
trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you.
Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

P:  Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRELUDE
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*OFFERTORY HYMN “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW#188
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: I. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

W: Let us pray together.

A: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the
land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed
one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit
poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
A: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

A: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now
and forever.

A: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
A: Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PRESENTATION: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD:
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sin  of the world; grant us peace. A - men.
COMMUNION

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who
wish to abstain from wine. If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for
communion, please let Pastor know.
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*TABLE HYMN: “In the Singing” ELW#466
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in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the cir-cle of your peo-ple,
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
A: Amen
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “On My Heart Imprint your image” ELW#811
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is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, all my glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, alt.
Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johann B. Konig, 1691-1758

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

W: Let us Pray, God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body
and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

A: Amen.

* BLESSING
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

bless you now and always.
A: Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW #773
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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[ am tired, I am  weak, I am worn.
when my life is al - most .. gone,
and the day is past and . . . gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv. - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Alfred Publishing

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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* Announcements *

Join us for a Coffee hour after worship today, sponsored by the Stewardship
Committee. A short video on stewardship will be played for your enjoyment.

Join us for our last Mid-week Lenten Services and Soup Suppers, on Wednesday at
6:30 pm in the fellowship hall. There i1s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across
from the kitchen if you would like to bring soup, bread, or dessert.

Signups for our 60™ Anniversary celebration and luncheon (on May 3™) are hanging
up on the bulletin board across from the kitchen. Please consider signing up to help and
don’t forget to sign up on the RSVP! RSVP’s are also available on-line.

The Fellowship Committee has planned an evening out to the Candlelight Concert: A
Tribute to Fleetwood Mac on Friday, May 8 at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in
Pittsburgh. Signups are posted on bulletin board. Ticket prices and carpooling options
are also available on the signup. For more information or any questions, please contact
Charlie Brandt. Tickets sell out fast, so please sign-up soon!

The Christian Outreach committee is putting together a group to participate in
Hampton Community Clean-up Day on Saturday April 18. If you can help out,
please give your name and T-shirt size (gift from the township) to Carol Huffman who
will register the entire group. We would like to finalize the group by April 6. If you
cannot work by the roadside but wish to participate, you could possibly be a driver
and/or transporter of refreshments! Although we will be issued safety vests, we would
like to have everyone wear a Nativity T-shirt to the initial meet-up at the Community
Center.

From the Hampton Mag: Roadside areas will be cleaned from debris Saturday April
18 from 8 a.m. to noon. All volunteers receive a T-shirt as a small token of appreciation
for their service. Children under the age of 18 must be accompanied by at least one
parent / guardian who can drive the children to the clean-up locations. All
volunteers/volunteer groups must have a driver.

In the spirit of friendliness and hospitality, as we welcome visitors, we encourage you
all to wear your name tags. Let Kim know if you need a new one.

Christ in Our Home devotionals for April-May-June are now available.
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We still have a number of Nativity t-shirts in various sizes available for $10 each.
(Check may be made payable to Nativity Lutheran Church.) See Pastor Jen or Ruth
Kiefer if you are interested in purchasing one

We continue to collect for NHCO’s Personal Care Collection project. You can view
the list of items needed on the flyer attached to the bulletin boards or on our website.

We are always in need of volunteers to fill positions on Sundays as a worship helper.
Please consider signing up in one of the open spots!

The NHCO food pantry is always in need of donations. Here are some specific items
they are currently in need of. Thank you for your generosity!

e canned beans ® rice

e canned fruit e peanut butter

e ramen noodles e baked beans vegetarian and with
e canned tomatoes meat (bacon/pork)

The 2026 Flower chart is available across from the nursery and on-line. There are a lot
of empty spaces left. Please remember to fill out a flower card indicating the reason
when signing up.
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor

Organist: Alex Bednar
Worship Assistant:  Tom Beecher
Lector: Judy Beecher
Usher: Carol Banks
Greeter: Carol Huffman
Videographer: Kim Brandt
Altar Guild: Kim Brandt

Offering Tellers: Charlie Brandt & Lori Coon
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The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented by Jerry & Nancy Sever in

honor of their wedding anniversary.
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For the Week of March 22 - 28

TODAY Coffee Hour hosted by the Stewardship committee
MONDAY Art Group — 1p

AA meeting — 7p
TUESDAY WELCA — 10a

NA meeting— 6:30p
WEDNESDAY Mid-Week Lenten Service & Soup 6:30p
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In Person YouTube Offering
March 15 29 35 $ 3,051

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051. Hymns reprinted &
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717736. All rights reserved.
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