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2"! Sunday of Advent 10:15 a.m. December 7, 2025
ORDER OF WORSHIP ELW -SETTING 1
______ L
INTRODUCTION

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching
light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the
wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the
Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the
kingdom of God has come near.

P: = Pastor W: = Worship Assistant A: = All in Attendance
*indicates congregation should stand if able.

PRELUDE: Savior of the Nations, Come [BWV 659] - Johann Sebastian Bach

(During the procession and recession please turn to face the Processional Cross and
follow its movements to and from the Altar).

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
P: Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship:

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving

soon.
A: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God of mercy,
A: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority
alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

P: God of might,
A: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We
have trusted false promises.

P: God in our midst,
A: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth
in us.

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and

forgiveness of God through *F Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN: “Hark, the Glad Sound!” ELW#239
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820




*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also, with you.

*KYRIE pg.98
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*KYRIE pg.98
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
A: Amen

*SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

P: Let us pray. Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten
righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we
mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the
paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the
earth.

A: Amen



*ADVENT CAROL “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW#257
(Stanzas 3 & 4)
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect
justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
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3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
® The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
? They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
May the righteous flourish, let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7)

W: ! Give the king your jus- ! tice, O God,
and your righteousness to ! the king’s son;

A: Zthat he may rule your ' people righteously
and the ! poor with justice;



3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,

and the | hills, in righteousness.

*Let him defend the needy a- ' mong the people,

rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor.

>May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,

from one generation ! to another.

Let him come down like rain upon ! the mown field,

like showers that wa- ! ter the earth.

7 In his time may the ! righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
'3 Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel;

you alone do | wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever,

and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- ! men. Amen.
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SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging
each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

* Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ¢ so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
ancestors ° and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;
10and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,



“The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION pg.102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3™ chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.



*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people
to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, ® and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, * and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. '° Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire.

I1¢T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. ' His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

~10~



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW#249
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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*THE NICENE CREED
P: Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed.
A: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
W: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

W:  With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite
hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among
peoples. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

W: With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day
when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and
all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with
one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster
Response. We pray for all those who witness and experience violence and those who
live amongst the cruelty and chaos of war. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W: With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in
the face of grief, depression, or disease. We especially pray for Linda Smith, Melanie
Herdlick, Ginny Yeager, Pr. Jennifer, Adam Brandt, Linda Halcoussis, Andy & Katy
Greer and those we name in our hearts before you. Renew the spirits of those recovering
from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W:  With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome
all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in
the way of Christ. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

W: With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope

of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.
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P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also, with you.

let us share that peace with one another

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE
*OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” ELW #182
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

W: Let us pray together.

A: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING: Pg. 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: Pg. 108
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING pg.110

P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the
light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the
prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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P: With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

A: Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your
Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of
peace on earth.

A: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power
of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
A: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER Pg. 112
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
A: Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PRESENTATION: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD: Pg. 112
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COMMUNION

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who
wish to abstain from wine. If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for
communion, please let Pastor know.
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TABLE HYMN: “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” ELW#756
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Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 18231876
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*TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
A: Amen
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE pg.113
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go n peace.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
W: Letus Pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send
us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name

of Jesus.
A: Amen.
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* BLESSING
P: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW#254
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let wus find our rest in thee.

now thy gra-cious

king-dom bring.

born to reign in us for - ev - er,
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Savior of the Nations, Come - Paul Manz
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* Announcements *

We welcome back with us today, Pastor Bish, who will lead us in worship while Pastor
Jennifer’s recouperates.

We also welcome back Rev. Cyril Hurnyak as our supply organist while Alex is on
vacation this week.

Advent Calendars and Devotionals are available in the Narthex for you to take home.

Save the date and join us Wednesday, December 10 for a Holden Evening Prayer
service at 6:30pm. Please join us for this beautifully sung service.

Join us on Sunday, Dec 21 for our annual Christmas Brunch after worship. There will
also be a short children’s program that day during worship.

The Adult Sunday school class has begun an Advent bible Study. Please join in on
Sunday mornings at at 9:15a!

Social Ministry is looking for volunteers in 2026 to deliver donations collected for
the NHCO food pantry and sharing projects. The sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board across from the kitchen and on Sign-Up Genius. Please see Carol Huffman with
any questions, or if you would like to assist in other ways.

The 2026 Flower chart is now available across from the nursery and on-line. Please
remember to fill out a flower card indicating the reason when signing up.

Please consider signing up for one of the weekly Worship Helper or Offering Counter
positions. See the On-Line Signup or the paper one at church.
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor

Organist: Alex Bednar

Worship Assistant:  Tom Beecher

Lector: Judy Beecher
Usher: Carol Banks
Greeter: Ed Banks
Videographer: Heather Johnson
Altar Guild: Kim Brandt
Offering Tellers:
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The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented by Ed & Carol Banks in honor
of Pearl Harbor Day and by Charlie & Kim Brandt in honor of the triplet’s birthday.

For the Week of December 7 - 13

MONDAY Art Group — 1p
AA meeting — 7p
TUESDAY WELCA - 10:30a (meeting)

WELCA Christmas Luncheon — 12:30p
NA meeting— 6:30p
WEDNESDAY Holden Evening Prayer Service — 6:30p

THURSDAY Council Meeting — 7p
ook kesk sk skesk sk skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk o skesk sk skesk o skesk o skesk o sksk
In Person YouTube Offering
Nov 30 38 $ 1,930

For Pastoral care please contact the church office to be put in touch with the
emergency pastor on call.

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051. Hymns reprinted &
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717736. All rights reserved.
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