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Reformation Sunday 10:15 a.m. October 26, 2025
ORDER OF WORSHIP ELW - SETTING 1
...... I
INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

P: = Pastor W: = Worship Assistant A: =Allin Attendance
*indicates congregation should stand if able.

PRELUDE

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
P: Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship:

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS pg. 94

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.
A: Amen



P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

A: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Most merciful God,

A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the == Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN:

“The Church’s One Foundation”
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

*GREETING

ELW #654

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.



*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
A: Amen

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect
the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the
cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only
because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God
who forgets.

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says

the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity
and remember their sin no more.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

W: !God is our ref- 'uge and strength,
a very present ' help in trouble.
A: 2Therefore we will not fear, though the ' earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ' of the sea;
W: 3though its waters ' rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble ' with its tumult.
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“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- 'y of God,

the holy habitation of ' the Most High.

> God is in the midst of the city; it shall I not be shaken:

God shall help it at the ' break of day.

6 The nations rage, and the ' kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth ' melts away.

"The LORD of ' hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob ' is our stronghold.

8 Come now, regard the works ' of the LORD,

what desolations God has brought up- ' on the earth;

9behold the one who makes war to cease in ' all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ' shields with fire.
10¢Be still, then, and know that ' I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ' in the earth.”
"'The LORD of ' hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob ' is our stronghold.

£ » £ » £ » 2 »

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through
works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin
and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

" Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 2 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for

through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, ?? the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; *they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 2 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of
Jesus.



27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That
of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION pg. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples, 3 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. > The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *° So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON: “A Servant’s Heart”

ACTS 6: 1-7

' Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the whole community of
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order
to wait on tables. 3 Therefore, brothers and sisters, select from among yourselves seven
men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this
task, * while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the
word.” > What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ® They had these men stand before the
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

"The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Church of Christ in Every Age” ELW#729
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105
P: Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
A: 1Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
W: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

W: Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your
word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the
uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W: Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those
who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species
throughout the world. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

~11~



W: Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on
your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our
politicians with a common mission and purpose. Bring peace to countries affected by
war and violence. God of grace,

A: Treceive our prayer.

W: Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are
incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment insecurity,
oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill. Especially Linda Smith, Pr.
Jennifer, Adam Brandt, Linda Halcoussis, Andy & Katy Greer and all those whom we
name in our hearts before you. Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W: Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding
and reconciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our
community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have caused one another. God of
grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W:  We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us
hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,
A: Treceive our prayer.

P:  We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

~1~



ELW #692

*OFFERTORY “We are an offering”
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing.
Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 OFFERING
Music: Dwight Liles P M
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

W: Let us pray together.
A: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and

in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING pg. 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY pg. 108
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 112

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PRESENTATION: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.

LAMB OF GOD pe. 112
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, granl us  peace.

COMMUNION

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who
wish to abstain from wine. If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for
communion, please let Pastor know.
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TABLE HYMN: “Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Your Word”  ELW#517
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-15406; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, I. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

*TABLE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

A: Amen
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE pg. 113
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
W: Letus Pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.
A: Amen.

* BLESSING
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, = bless you now and forever.
A: Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress”
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fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan -ic foe
God him -self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not 0 - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for -ev - er!
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*DISMISSAL

P:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

* Announcements *

We welcome with us today Pastor Scott Shaffer, the Executive Director for North Hills
Community Outreach as our supply Pastor.

Next Sunday, November 2, the church celebrates All Saints Day. On this day, we
light a candle for each of our loved ones who have died since last All Saints Day and
say their name. Please let Kim know by THIS Tuesday, October 28, the name of your
loved one(s) to be lifted up in prayer that day.

Mark your calendar for our Annual Friendsgiving Dinner coming on Saturday,
November 15. Please RSVP on the signup sheet across from the kitchen or on-line so
we can plan for food. Hope to see you all there for this great fellowship event.

NHCO’s Turkey on Every Table is in full swing and will run through November 9th.
This project gathers groceries for a Thanksgiving dinner. Donations of specific
Thanksgiving grocery items & cash for grocery gift cards are the most requested. See
the flyer on our website, in the newsletter or posted at church for more information.

Please consider signing up for one of the weekly Worship Helper or Offering
Counter positions. See the On-Line Signup of the paper one at church.
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor
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Organist: Alex Bednar

Worship Assistant:  Alisa Michael

Lector: Nancy Sever
Usher: Jerry Sever
Greeter:

Videographer: Heather Johnson
Altar Guild: Linda Ryan

Offering Tellers: Nan Shuey & Dan Chantz
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The flowers in the sanctuary are presented in memory of Esther Tolan & Charlene Ott
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For the Week of October 26- November 1

MONDAY Art Group — 1p
AA meeting — 7p
TUESDAY WELCA - 10a
oaockek ke ks skesk ks ks ks Uskesk _ Uskesk ks skesk _ Uskesk skt Uskesk L Uskesk L sksk L
In Person YouTube Offering
Oct 21 40 30 $3,405

For Pastoral care please contact the church office to be put in touch with the
emergency pastor on call.

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051. Hymns reprinted &
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717736. All rights reserved.
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