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17" Sunday after Pentecost 10:15 a.m. October 5, 2025
ORDER OF WORSHIP ELW - SETTING 1
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INTRODUCTION

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word
read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with
thanksgiving.

P: = Pastor W: = Worship Assistant A: =Allin Attendance
*indicates congregation should stand if able.

PRELUDE

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
P: Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship:

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS pg. 94

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.
A: Amen



P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

A: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Most merciful God,

A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the == Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.



ELW #733

*GATHERING HYMN: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”™
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un - to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Continued on next page



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Continued) pg. 99
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we
may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
A: Amen



FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet
to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly
remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith.

' The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

20 LORD, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?

Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?

3Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

4So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.

The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

21T will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
*Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9
Commit your way to the LORD, put your trust in the LORD. (Ps. 37:5)

W: Do not be provoked by ' evildoers;

do not be jealous of those ' who do wrong.

2For they shall soon wither ' like the grass,

and like the green grass ' fade away.

3Put your trust in the LORD ' and do good;

dwell in the land and ' find safe pasture.

*Take delight ' in the LORD,

who shall give you your ' heart’s desire.

> Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust ' in the LORD,
and see what ' God will do.

°The LORD will make your vindication as clear ' as the light
and the justice of your case like the ' noonday sun.

7 Be still before the LORD and wait ' patiently.

Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in ' evil
schemes.

8 Refrain from anger, leave ' rage alone;

do not be provoked; it leads on-'ly to evil.

?For evildoers shall ' be cut off,

but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- ' sess the land.
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of
hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is
encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit.

'Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life
that 1s in Christ Jesus,

2To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3T am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. * Recalling your
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. > T am reminded of your sincere
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and
now, I am sure, lives in you. ® For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God
that is within you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for God did not give us a spirit
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of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner,
but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, ® who saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages
began, '°but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus
Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. ! For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, '? and
for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I
have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I
have entrusted to him. '* Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. '* Guard the good deposit
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

L: The Word of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION pg. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.



*GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and
the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose
actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward.

> The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ¢ The Lord replied, “If you had
faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the
table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron
and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ° Do you thank the
slave for doing what was commanded? '° So you also, when you have done all that
you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we
ought to have done!” ”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY: “If You but Trust in God to Guide You”
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Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105
P: Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
A: 1Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
W: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

W: O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into
the gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that
faith the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W: O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in
the field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort,
safety, and joy. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

~1~



W: O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders
and people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to
countries affected by war and violence, especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel,
Palestine, Iran, and wherever conflict and war exist in the world. God of grace,

A: Treceive our prayer.

W: O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved,
lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need. Especially Pr. Jennifer, Adam Brandt,
Charlene Ott, Linda Halcoussis, Andy & Katy Greer and all those whom we name in
our hearts before you. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. God of
grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W: O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages
who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of
faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace,

A: receive our prayer.

W: O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith.
May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape
our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace,

A: Treceive our prayer.

P:  We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE
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*OFFERTORY “We are an offering”
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing.
Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 OFFERING
Music: Dwight Liles P M
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

W: Let us pray together.
A: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and

in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING pg. 107
S o % o o % o o P— o—% o o
—’ — S .\_/ .\._/ ~—
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
s o g v g 4 4
AR i e o G S A
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0 &
Y
(o mm o—o
N [ ] [ [ [ ] [ —
Aj;- .¥I/ g .\__,_,‘ g .\_../ =
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
() &
P A ]
o P - — -
< ’ ’ 73
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY pg. 108
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 112

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PRESENTATION: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.

LAMB OF GOD pe. 112
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, granl us  peace.

COMMUNION

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who
wish to abstain from wine. If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for
communion, please let Pastor know.
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TABLE HYMN: “We Walk by Faith” ELW#635
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we Te - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - ncath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.33358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
A: Amen
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE pg. 113
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
W: Letus Pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.
A: Amen.

* BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
A: Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW#759
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2 May thy rch grace i1m - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -1or, then, 1n love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808—1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

*DISMISSAL

P:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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* Announcements *

Thank you to Pastor Deborah Byrum for filling in today for Pastor Jennifer.

The NHCO Sharing project “Coat Shop” is collecting new coats to children ages
infant to 18-years-old. ‘This will run through Next Sunday, October 12.

NHCO’s Turkey on Every Table will begin October 16th and runs through November
Oth. This project gathers groceries for a Thanksgiving dinner. Donations of specific
Thanksgiving grocery Items, cash for grocery gift cards are the most requested. See the
flyer on our website, in the newsletter or posted at church for more information.

Mark your calendars for our Annual Friendsgiving Dinner coming on Saturday,
November 15. Watch your Nativity News and bulletins for more details closer to the
date.

Please consider signing up for one of the weekly Worship Helper or Offering
Counter positions. See the On-Line Signup of the paper one at church.
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
www.nativitylutheranchurch15101.org
The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor

A

Organist: Alex Bednar

Worship Assistant: ~ Merlinda Bisese

Lector: Jean Chantz

Usher: Charlie Brandt

Greeter: Kim Brandt

Videographer: Heather Johnson

Altar Guild: Carol Banks & Linda Ryan

Offering Tellers: Nan Shuey & Joyce Zelnis
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The flowers in the sanctuary are presented by Ken & Traci Saunders in honor of
Daisy’s birthday and by Jim & Jane Dollhopf in memory of Helen Evans.
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For the Week of October 5 - 11

MONDAY Art Group — 1p
AA meeting — 7p
TUESDAY WELCA - 10a
Worship & Music Mtg — 7pm
~RR Rk kR ke sk sk Uskeske sk Lok sk ks sk sk Uskesk ks L Uskk
In Person YouTube Offering
Sept 28 32 15 $2,187

For Pastoral care please contact the church office to be put in touch with the
emergency pastor on call.

Text & service music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003051. Hymns reprinted &
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717736. All rights reserved.
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