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22nd Sunday after Pentecost   10:15 a.m.    October 20, 2024 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP         ELW - SETTING 3 

 
------*------ 

INTRODUCTION 

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, 

leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. 

Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct 

challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is 

what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an 

end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of 

great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service. 

 

P: = Pastor       W: = Worship Assistant     A: = All in Attendance 
*indicates congregation should stand if able. 

 
 
PRELUDE:  
 
 
(During the procession and recession please turn to face the Processional Cross and 

follow its movements to and from the Altar). 

 
 
GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
P:  Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship: 

 

(a moment of silence for reflection as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.) 
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*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
A: Amen  

 
 
P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
A:  Amen. 

 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Most merciful God, 
A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
A: Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN:     “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW#789 
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*GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
A:  And also with you.     
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*KYRIE             pg.138 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE         pg.139 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples 
on earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always 
and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
A:  Amen 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:4-12 

This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant 

songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of 

Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are 

understood to be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ. 

 

 4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
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 10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 91:9-16 

You have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High your habitation. (Ps. 91:9) 

 

W: 9Because you have made the | LORD your refuge, 
  and the Most High your | habitation, 
A: 10no evil | will befall you, 
  nor shall affliction come | near your dwelling. 
W: 11For God will give the angels charge | over you, 
  to guard you in | all your ways. 
A: 12Upon their hands they will | bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.  
W: 13You will tread upon the lion | cub and viper; 
  you will trample down the lion | and the serpent. 
A: 14I will deliver those who | cling to me; 
  I will uphold them, because they | know my name. 
W: 15They will call me, and I will | answer them; 
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and | honor them. 
A: 16With long life will I | satisfy them, 
  and show them | my salvation.  
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10 

Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented 

as the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering 

and death he has become the source of eternal salvation. 

 
1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because 
of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And 
one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as 
Aaron was. 
 5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
A:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         pg.142                                   
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter.     
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
*GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45 

On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus 

responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving 

service. 

 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, 
“What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one 
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” 
Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of 
all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
A:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”                ELW#659 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED           
P:  Let us now confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.                                 
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

W: Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the 
whole creation. 
 
       A brief silence. 

 
W: Holy One, we give thanks for all servant leaders of the church. Bless bishops, 
pastors, and deacons with humble wisdom and ground them in your love. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 

W: Creative One, we give thanks for the delicate balance of the natural world. Kindle 
in us a spirit of caring strength in the preservation of habitats, food availability, and 
centers of refuge, that all wildlife may thrive. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
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W: Empowering One, fill the leaders of governments with a spirit of service that 
prioritizes those on the margins due to job loss, underemployment, unsafe working 
conditions, and immigration status. May economic equity be achieved for all people.  
Comfort all those who witness and experience violence, especially those living amongst 
the cruelty and chaos of war; we pray especially for the people of Ukraine, Russia, 
Palestine, Lebanon, and Israel. Direct us to seek justice and equity, that all may live in 
peace. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 
W: Restoring One, send your angels to watch over, rescue, and protect those who are 
injured or ill. Comfort all those who are mourning losses from the devastating 
hurricanes. Nurse those who suffer hardship, disease, injury, or difficulty with your 
comfort and peace. Especially for Beth Neese, Gary Rozelle, Louise Kilbert Smith, Andy 

& Linda Halcoussis, David Fisher, Debbie Pappa, Rev. Kirk Bish, Cheryl Kilbert, 

Maryann Gilbert, Janet Liotta, Dan Chantz, Caitlin Boris, Tim Wargo, Barb Grance, 

Tom Eichenlaub, Esther Tolan, and those we name in our hearts before you. God of 
grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 

W: Abiding One, you call pastors to shepherd the congregation toward faithful living 
as servants and followers of Jesus. Inspire all ordained ministers and seminarians to 
ministry that challenges, engages, and comforts those in their care. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 

W: Saving One, we give thanks for the disciples James and John and all saints who 
have faithfully served you. We rejoice in a promised place at the feast of victory that 
we receive by your grace alone. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving 
grace you freely give, both now and forever. 
A: Amen. 

 

 

 

*PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 
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*OFFERTORY  “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”    ELW #184 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

W:  Let us pray together.  Blessed are you, O God, 
A:  source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us 

to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING:            Pg. 144 

 
 
 
 
*THE PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:            Pg. 144 

 
 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING        PG.108 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
 
A:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P:     Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, 
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 
 
A:  Amen 

 
 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER          Pg. 145 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
A:  Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

*THE PRESENTATION:   The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is 
now ready. 
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LAMB OF GOD:              Pg. 146 

 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION 

There is a grape juice option in cups located in the communion trays for those who 

wish to abstain from wine.  If you desire a gluten free wafer in lieu of the bread for 

communion, please let Pastor know. 
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TABLE HYMN:    “The Church of Christ in Every Age”    ELW#729 
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*TABLE BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
A: Amen 

 

 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Thankful Hearts”    ELW #204 

 

 
 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
W:   Let us Pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity 
at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A:  Amen. 

 

 

* BLESSING 
P:  God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 
A:  Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN:    “The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve” ELW#551 

 
 

 

 

*DISMISSAL  

P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
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* Announcements * 
 
Fellowship meeting after worship today.  Please join us to discuss and plan for events 
in the next couple months. 
 

On November 3, the church celebrates All Saints Day. On this day, we light a candle 
for each of our loved ones who have died since last All Saints Day and say their name. 
Please let the office or Pastor Jennifer know by October 28, the name of your loved 
one(s) to be lifted up in prayer that day. 
 
Turkey on Every Table seeks grocery donations and funds to purchase turkeys in  
order to provide a Thanksgiving meal to those in need. Items being sought include  
boxed stuffing and mashed potatoes, cans of yams or cranberries, canned vegetables,  
corn muffin/biscuit mix, turkey gravy mix, napkin packages & canvas shopping bags. 
To enable a turkey purchase, please give a designated donation with your regular 
offering. This project starts today and runs through November 3. 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response - As we have seen and heard news of devastation from 
Hurricanes Helene and Milton, throughout Western North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Florida these last several weeks, many of us are feeling at a loss of how to 
support.  Lutheran Disaster Response is often one of the first organizations to arrive and 
one of the last to leave. 100% of what you give designated toward Hurricane Response 
will go directly to the relief efforts. If you want to help, this is one of the best ways to 
do so at this point. That, and pray. To find out more or donate online - Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (elca.org) or make checks payable to Nativity and write 
“Lutheran Disaster Response” in the memo line and place your gift in the offering plate. 
 

North Hills Community Outreach Food Pantry Needs:  Chunky Soups, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Granola Bars/Snacks, Peanut Butter, Cereal, Pasta Sauce.  Please place all 
donations in the box labeled NHCO.  updated: 09/26/24 

 
 

We are in need of worship helpers and offering tellers each week.  Feel free to use 

either the paper signup sheet by the flower chart or the on-line signup genius to 

volunteer. 

 

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
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The Rev. Jennifer Soltis, Pastor 

 
Guest Organist:  Nancy Williams 
 
Worship Assistant: Kim Brandt 
Lector:   Dan Chantz 
Usher:   Charlie Brandt 
Greeter:   Milan Glock 
Videographer:   
Altar Guild:  Carol Banks & Joanne Smith 
Offering Tellers: Jean Chantz & Lori Coon 

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
The flowers in the chancel this morning are presented by Joanne Smith in memory of 

her father Morell Smith & Linda & Andy Halcoussis in honor of Rania’s birthday 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 
 

For the Week of October 20-26 

 

TODAY   Fellowship Meeting after worship 
MONDAY          AA meeting – 7pm 
TUESDAY  WELCA – 10am (Book Review) 
THURSDAY  The Chosen Study – 7pm (Zoom)  

 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~ 

     In-person      YouTube  Offering 
         Oct 13    35    29   $ 4,875 

 
YTD Financial Summary as of September 30, 2024 

Revenue YTD $29,466 
Expenses YTD $43,449 
YTD Shortfall $13,983 

 
 

For Pastoral care, you can contact Pastor Jennifer: 
pastorjennifersoltis@gmail.com  

(570) 401-1764 


